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From Hunt’s Mcrchants® Magazine.

| Discoveries of Gold 1n Unlifornia and Australln.

oo (Contlnued)r o .
Upprr ITALY, what is now the province of Astorin,
in Picd nont, produced iron, gold and other metals,
also the country around Aquilein, and the whole
distriot of Norio Alps, now Illyrn, wna"exceedingly
rich in gold. At one period it was labored so ex-
tonsively, that tho great quantity produced cnueed
a decrense of one-third in price through nl! Italy,

Tho mines of Hungary wera worked about the
year 746. The country most productive of &jl-
ver in tho remoto nges, was the Spanish peninsuln,
If wo may give oredit to the historinn, Agatharehi-
dna, there was u timo when the yalue of silver in
Arallin was ten fold to that of gold, owing to the
abuntance of tha lattor and searoity of the former
motal] Tho silver mines near Carthago, in Spain,
‘Egnrvory productivo. Forty thousand workmen

vcrn&onnmntly employed in them, the pay of whom
wns G conts por day. Tho soil of Sielly han nlso
contributed spmothing to the nggregato of metallio
Fyenlthi;

ied, Lt/ 18

The pyksion for sceking gold by mining, hna ragoed
at cohetin norfods in il nges of the world, Such

The mines of Swedon and Norway have continu

ed to be productive of more silver than gold ; they,

howaver, haye been of smnll compnmtivo ampnnt.

_Britnin-was-so exhausted-of silyer-and. gold, orany .

metal in form of moncy, that the Saxon writers ns-
gort that they used what was enlled living monoy,
sny cattle of ull kinds, including slnves, :

“In the reign of Henry 1V, in 1442, by an nct of
Parlinment, . pound of silver was urdered to bo
coined into tlHrly shillings, and thus tho value of
money becamo doublo.thut af our present currency.
Tho inorease of the precivus motnls lind becomo
gradunl and sure, so that in 1484, Hefry V1L, coins
ed tho pound of silver into 45 shillings. Again in
tho thivd year of Edward VI, 1660, when tho pound
was coined into 72 shillings—this, in o fow years,
woy found to be a too extended ynlue—it was re-
duced, when G0 shillinga was coined from tho
pound, and this continued throu I the roign of Mn-
ry, to tho forty-third of Elizaboth, when 02 shillin
was coined to tho pound; which has continued, wit
o recent exeeption, fo tho present time, As lato a8

tho ond of tho fifteenth oentury, about tho timo of
tho discovery of tho mines of Amoricn, but heforo
any considerablo part of thelr product lad circula-
ted in Europe, n fumily of such distinction ns to




