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At thelast session of the Legislature an
act was pssed providing for the registra-
tion of and the isvuance of certificates of
residence to all Chinese persons in the
Stata. The execution of this law, which
went into effect on July 1st, is principally
the duty of the Commissioner of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics, the various county
clerks and such deputies as may bo ap-
pointed for the purpose.

The act says that *it shall be the duty
of every Chinese n:erson within the limits
of the State within one year after the
passage of this act to apply for acertificate
of residence to the Commissioner of the
Lubor Bureau and to have it recorded by
the Gounty Clerk of the county in which
he resides,” and says further that a réfusal
to comply with the provisions of the act
shall. subject the oflending person to a
trial by a court, and gives a long list of
penalties which msy be imposed on the
culprit. Besides’ this, every Chinese ap-

lving for g certificate is required to pay
35 for the privilege of being reygistered and
must furnish a photopraph of himselt.

Labor Commissioner Walts, in pur-
suauce of this act..bas for a week past
been extremely busy preparing to carry it
o etfect. A number of deputies have

been appointed but their names will not
be mude public until the Governor ap-
proves of their appointment.

A certificate printed on parchment,
ten and u half by six inches in size, and
neatly bound in red morocco, has been
designed and blanks bave been forwarded
to =ll the deputies. The accompanying
cut, which isa reduced fac-simile of the
certiticate, shows what n work of art it
1s and how welt worth $5 of any Chinese
person’s money, especially after it has the
oflicial seal and the Commissioner’s val-
uable autogravh attached.

The local office at 220 Sutter street is
also ready to register any Mongoiian who
may apply for one of the $5 privileges, and
the San Francisco Chinese will, if they
hurry up, have the additional honor of
being registered by the Labor Com-
missioner in person, for so far be has not
appointed any deputies for this city. e
says he does not need them ss yet. The
fact iy, not a sinele applicant has putin
an appearance up to date and it looks
very much as if there will be no call made
at ull tor any of those handsome parch-
ment docunients on the part of the Cin-
nese.

. 'Every official who hns had dealin~s
with the Mougolian popuiation knows
how hard it is to compel them to do any-
thing which requires exertion on their
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part or costs them any money, bat in this
care there isa particular cause for their
indifference, which was explained in un-
mistakable languaze by Chinese Con-
sul Bee to a CHRONICLE reporter, who
asked him what action would be taken by
the Chinese in reterence to the required
registration.

“What is goinz to be done about it?’
asked the Colonel. *Why, nothing at ail
I huve simply advised all Chinese persons
to pay no attention to this law until some-
body tries to entorce it, and when that
time comes wo will fight it.

*There is not a single lawyer, no matter
howlimited hisexperience may be, who will
not at once pronounce that Jaw unconsti-
tutional in every section,” continued the
Consul. “They may. as well try to make
the Germans, Irish, French or other na-
tions residing here do what they are ask-
iny the Chinese to do in this preposterous
act.

*Mark you, young man,’” the Consul
concluded, *‘I am not angry at all. Don’t
say that I was mad when you quote me.
I am as cool us a cucumber, bat every
cent the State expends on this registra-
tion business is money thrown away.”

And this is the reason why the “antici-
puted rush for the beautifully engruved
certiticates did not take place in the
Labor Commissioner’s oftice.
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