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MR. BEE'S SCHEME.

THR LABOR COMMISSIOSER SAW
IT IN TIME.

The Chiness Registration Law Will
Not Be Centested for
o While.

The dispgte arising from the Chinese
Registration law haa assumed & new
phase and the Attorney-Generaland [,abor
Commissioner Walts Lave postponed a
conzest in the courts, at least for » short
time. The matter was brought to »»
issue by the arreag of William C. Macabe,
a Southera Pacific Railway ticket agent,
on March 30th last, for violating a section
of the jlaw. He was charged with a mis-
demeanor im the Ralise Conrt and a writ of
haboas corpas was immediately asked for
on his hehalf ip the United 8tates Cireuit
Court. In that complaint the issue was
made directly upon the constitutionality
of the act.

Yesterdsy, at the request of Altorney-
General Hart and of Labor Commissioner
Walts, the charge against Mrcabe in the
Policp Court was diamissed. Cogsequantly
the state of atfairs which prompted an ap-
yesl to the United States courts no longer
exists and the coniest will not be made.
Thais result was thought to ba a practical
surrender on the part of the S:ate officials,
but Labar Commissioner Wzits takes a
very ditferent view of the matter.

*“We ao not intend to have the issue
forced upon us,” he said sesterday. ‘‘under
a false as t. The entire aflair was a
scheme of Cansul Bee, who procgred the
Chinese, induced them to buy the tickers,
employed a detective to watch the agent
and arrest him for not obeyingz the statute
and demanding of the Chinese their
papers of registration. As a maiter of
1aw the tiekes agen$ commn 1tted do offpnse.

“Theact so far as that sectiop is caon-
cerned does nof become operative unii}
next March, & year fromy the date of its
adoption. 1 have always considered thar
the part of the statute making pelice oth-
cers out of railway officials never shoulid
have been incorporated, and I will nos ep-
force it uniesy a3 a last resort. 1certainly
will no: place the whoie act om trial
through the agency of s section which is
nos cow in force and whien I do not thirk
should have besn in the iaw.

I think thas the measuyre would be a
popular one even among the Chinese if
they were loft alone, but they have been
instructed to resist, sud 1 have no power
to force them here until next March. In
the meantime the opnonents of the law
may tiud some way of bringing the matger
10 a contast.

*The Agtorney-General has expressed
bimself as weing very doubiful of the con-
stitnzionafnty of the ace, and his dismisaal
of the criminal case in the Police Court
is regarded by Atiorney Riordan as am in-
direet way of abandoning ths huabeas
corpus proceeding.

‘I am determined.”” he sgid yesterdsy,
“to have this Regisiration act tested in
the courts. I want to secure a decision s
to its legality one way or another.”’

8o tar as the Chinese are concerned
there hus been no slarming disposition on
their part (0o comply with the statute.
The act has been 1n force over four
months, and just four certificates of rezis-
tration nave been issued by the Labor
Commissioner. All of them were neces-
sarily on application. Two of the Chi-
nese were from the interior and two from
this city. The Labor Cowmmissioner hus
a lLig book of blunk registration puapers,
the anty Clerk has another, and some
day, it is hoped, each Chinese 1u the State
wiil have bhis photozraph in duplicate.
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