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toms Collectors not to allow Chinese in

trymen while assing through the
United States. his regulation pre-
vented the Chiness from leaving
the mail steamers to urchass

tools and supplies for usein Cuba. Chi-
nese returning home trom Cuba are met
at the ferry depot customs inspectors,
taken to the steamer and kept there until

CHINESE IN TRANSIT.

ORJECTIONS TO A TREASURY
REGULATION.

Consul Bee'’s Protest—The Views of
Collector Phelps on the
Subject.

Secrotary Phelps received a lotter from
the Secretary of the Treasury yesterday
directing bim to make a full report on the
methods used in handling Chinese passen-
gers in transit to and from Havana and
other foreign ports. This direction is the
result of a correspondence carried on be-
tween the Chinese Consul hers and Jobn
Foster, attorney of the Chinese Legation
in Washington, which was laid before the
Secretary. .

Consnl Bee addressed a lotter to Attor-
ney Foater several wecks ago protesting
against the treatment given to thirty Chi-
nese en route to Iavana. He claimed
that they had been boxed up in the cars,

their meals passed through a window as
if they were criminals. He further sub-
rits that_a regulation 1ssued by the
Treasury Department in June last, pro-
viding that Chinese in transit should not
' be allowed to mingle with their country-
men, should be abrogated, so far as this
port is concerned, claiming that the Chi-
hese are kept .in durance preceding the
departure of overland irains to New
Orleans. He threatens that unless the
order is repealed, 80 ns to allow Cbineso
in transit to land here temporarily on a
sufticient bond, the American railroads
will lose an important traflic, which wiil
2o to the Canadian Pucilic line. In sup-
port of this'statement he says that since
1883, 5030 Chinese have traveled to and
froot Cuba overland, netting to the rail-
road, according to his estimate, nearly a
gnarter of a million dollars in fares.
Speaking of thiscontroversy to & Curox-
ICLE reporter yesterday, Collector Phelps
said: **Since 1883 four regulations gov-
erning Chinese in_transit have been is«ued
by the Treasury Department. The first,
issued on January 23, 1883, provided that
no Chinese could go overland through the
United’States in transit to Cuba or else-
where, * The second, 1ssued on January
24, 1885, permitted the Chinese to go over-
land, his latter regulation was sus.
pended after the pusage of the Scott act,
1u October, 1858, until June of the follow-
ing year. In September, 1889, another
regyfation was made thai Chinese 1n tran-
sit might be aliowed to Iand here for a lew
days, provided that the trunsportation
companiés filed in each case a penal bond
in the sum of $200. Finally, ot June 18th
of this year, the Secretary of the Treasury,
having been inlormed, that two cases of
substitution had been practiced in New

were not aliowed to go outside, and had ;

sailing day. The Canadian Pacific road
- has been making overtures to securs the
- traftic in Chinese to and from Cuba, and

as the Consul threatens, the American-

lines will lose the trade nnless the obnox-
ious regulation is repealed so far as this
port is concerned.”

Colleotor Phelps saya hebelieves that the-

regulation works a hardship, that there is
no danger of substitution at this port, and
that he is in favor of allowing the Chinese
to land oa bonds, and remain in this city
a few days to buy provisionsand clothing
which thev do not take from China.

The question of how many Chinese have'

passed throueh the United States in tran-
sit to Cuba and elsewhere has been raised
by the Secretary’s letter, and vesterday
the number since 1883 was ascertained to
be .
Collector Phelps will prepare a report
suzgesting the repeal of the regulation re-
fusing the privilege of temporurily landing
to Chinese in transit at this port.
——————
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Orleans, issued the order directing Cus-’

transit to intermingle with their coun-,



