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A MYSTERY SOLVED,

How Thirty-four Chinese
-~ Were Killed

Murdered in the Wilds of
Oregon.

Their Bodies Thrown Into Snake
River—NXNearly $60,000 Stolen
by the Assassins.

Many renders of the Cmroxtcne will
doubtless recollect that in the spring of
1887 dispatches were published from sev-
eral points in Idaho concerning the tind-
ing of the bodies of a number of Chinese
in the Snake river. Twenty bodies in all
were found, and all bore gunshot wounds,
showing that tiey had boen murdered.

Beyond these facts, however, the affair
has rem:ined a mystery unul the present
day. Tbe Chinese officials in this city, as
socon as they heard of the finding of the
bodies, cominunicated with the authori-
ties in the vicinity of where the murders
were believed to have been committed,
and in reply were assured that the section
was a wild one, inhubited by desverados
and” horsethieves, and that all efforts to
learn the facts in regard to the wholesale
crinie had been unavailing.

The locality of the crime was in the ex-
treme northeastern part of Oregon, on the
west bank of the Snake river, which there
separates the BState mentioned from
Idshe. -

A detective was then sent from this
city, who spent a long tiwe in the valley
of the Snake river, searching for some
clue to the murderers. He was unable to
uccomplish anything, however, and so,
after expending a large amount of money,
the search was abandoned. The officials
in this city have always believed, how-

ever, that a number of men must have.

been concerned in the crime, nnd they
have felt certain that in tirue the secret
would be disclosed by some of them.
That confidence has at last been re-
warded by the receipt of a conression
made by a youth on his deathbed, who
Wway present at some of the murders, and
who knew the fucts in regard to them all
througn association wiih the murderers,
It appears thac thirty-four Chinese, all
told, were murdered in cotd blood—four
white men being concerned in the slaugh-
ter—which was committed solely for rob-
bery. upward of $60,000 having been
realized.  But the document received by
Consul Bee tells the story most graphically.
Lt is as follows:
. J» Hugh MeMillan, now of Walla Walla,
Wash., {ormerly of Immmuaha, Wallowa county,
State of Oregon, miko the foilowlug statement
to xl’xo end that Justice may dbe done interested
nrties:
pI make this statement from a statement
inude me by my son Rubert, aged 16 Foeurs, éusl
ax;x;);nlg his death, and by me then roduced to
criting.
In the Iatter partof April, A. D. 1887, my
gon, Bruce Evans, J. T, (“Tide”) Canfield, Max

Larue, Frank Vaughn, Hiram Mayoard and |-

Curl Hughes were stoppiug iu & cattle camp
about four wiles from Suuke river, My son and
Evans, Canficld, Lurue and Vaughn started
frura the cubln to go to a Chinese camp on
Snakeriver (this wasin the afternaon). They
went down Douglay creek two miles, then up
the river by truil to the Chiuese camp. Can-
firld and Larue went above the camp and
Evung and_Vaughu remained below the CAmMp,
The whole party wus armed with six-
shooters and = Winchester re eating rifies,
There were preseut thirteen Ch ftamen, twelve
on the barand one inthe camp at the tents,
Those nbove the cump fired upon the Chinu-
men first. The Chinamen retreated (unarmed)
down the river, where they were fired upou by
those below the cemp. Twelve of the China-
men were instuntly killed, the other one beiug
wounded and afterward killed. The twelve
killed were thrown in the river. ‘Tney pro-
ceeded to rob the Chinexe camp. ‘Thes got that
gﬁf(\)ing five sacks ot gold dust, esch welghing
$ 0.

The next moruing about Aaaylight Evans
asked Vaughn what had become of tne China-
man who fell near the big rock (a rock wuich
stond below the cump near where Evans and
Vaughn stood the day before), to which
Vaughn replied that he didn't know, Evans
then said: “We had better go and see; he may
not be dead.” They then got up and hurried to
the river, going, a8 beiore, down Douglns creek.

'When they arrived at the river thes saw a Chi-

naman coming down the river in & boat. This
Chinnman afterward proved to be the
Chinamun that fell by the rock on the evening
Lefore aud the one Evans and Vaughn were go-
ing to see about. When they had arrived
at the river and bad seen this Chinaman iu the
boat, they hid untll he was opposite, when
they fired upon him. The river being rough,
20 &8 to toss the boat, the Chinaman was not
bit, but dropped Inthe bottom of the boat.
Tac current eud wind brought the boat to the
shore where Evans and Vanghn wery, and
they knocked hig bratos out and threw him in
the river. This was the Chinaman that fell
during tbe row, he being shot ouly through the
arm.

Evans and Vaughn then wentto the camp
where the shooting 10vk place the night be-
fore. Just us they ot to the camp a boat con-
tainfog eignt Chinamen came down the river
and they landed, oulled the boat ashore and
walked up from the river. Evaus and Vauglin
had cone up the river in the boat in which the
Chinaman was, and before reaching the camp

were juined by Canfleld and Larue, They fired
upon the elghl Chinamen when uoont the
shore und a short distance from the river, kill.
fog them all, and threw them in the river,

They then took the boat vacated bly the Chi-
namen and went uo the river about four miles
from the above mentioned cump, to unother
camp conteining thirtcen Chinamen. These
Chninamen were at work on the river bar when
they were fired upon by Evans, Vaughn, Cane
ticld and Larue and kiiled, their bodies beinx
thrown in the river. The camp twas then
robbed, a large amouat of gold being secured.
Tue gold was retorted by the Chinamen into
gold balis, the sulue of which was fixed by
Evaus and his assoociates as belng $50,000,

My son was oulf present the first duy, bat
was acquainted wlth the facts,as they were
tulked over by the parties {n hia presence.

The circumstances here detailed occurred on
the Oregon side of the Snake river in Wallowa
county, near tho northeast corner of the Scute.

Dated, WaALLA WaLLa, August 31, 1891,

HuyGit McMILLAN,

Witness’ signature: W. M. CLARKE.

The Chinese Constl-General in this city
will at once commuunicate these tacts to his
own Government and it is probable that
steps will be taken to punish the luiscreants
who committed these cold-blooded crimes.
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